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war. I assure you, the United States will not long lag 
behind you in this policy. 

The constitution of our federal republic was framed 
in the city which bears the beautiful name of Philadel- 
phia, the City of Brotherly Love. That city was founded 
by William Penn, most philosophic and most prophetic 
of all the founders of our early American common- 
wealths, who came home to Old England to write his 
memorable essay upon the Permanent Peace of Europe, 
the first disinterested and comprehensive scheme in his- 
tory for an international court and the federation of the 
world. Upon the top of the tall tower of Philadelphia's 
city hall, so colossal that at the height of half a thousand 
feet its outline is clear against the sky, his statue stands. 
Its face is not turned westward, as it fittingly might be, 
to watch the growth of the great republic which he 
helped to found. It is turned hitherward, toward Eng- 
land and Europe. I like to think of it as the expression 
and symbol of America's cooperation and reinforcement 
for what is just and hopeful and fraternal here. The 
spirit of William Penn and of Washington and Franklin 
and all their peers in American history and American 
life to-day assure you that they are with you in the best 
and largest things which you can do in this largest and 
holiest of " holy experiments " for men. 



The Peccant Humors of the War-Spirit. 

BY GEORGE T. SMART, D.D. 

Address at the Meeting of the Newton Members of the American 

Peace Society at Mrs. George F. LowelVs, Newtonville, 

Mass., December 2, 1908. 

Ladies and gentlemen : I think our hostess had a good 
deal of courage to invite me to speak this evening. She 
was apparently unmindful of the fact that people of my 
nationality have been tramping in a warlike spirit up and 
down Great Britain since the year 55 B. C, and this does 
not take into account the people who had been tramping 
up and down that country for many years before that 
time. 

I do think, however, as an Englishman that I have a 
a right to say something to take away some impressions 
that people have of the nation from which I come. I 
beg to remind you that your greatest humorist, describing 
England, says : " Blessed are the meek, for they shall in- 
herit the earth." There are some meek people in Great 
Britain ! Let me tell you a story that seems rather ap- 
propriate to this occasion and the purpose I have in 
mind. A certain Scotsman had not been very regular 
in his attendance at church, and the minister, seeking 
him out, desired to know why he had been so irregular. 
" Well," he said, " for a few weeks I have concluded to 
tinker my own soul." 

Ladies and gentlemen, the people who have been try- 
ing to attend to the peace of the world have not been 
doing it very well, and I think it is about time for some 
of us plainer citizens to do a little tinkering ourselves, 
and see if it is not possible to reach better conclusions 
than those which they have reached after the expendi- 
ture of large sums of money and a large amount of 
human endurance. 

The worldly-minded have ever deemed the earnest 
and reformatory spirit a fair subject for the shafts of 
ridicule. I remember, for example, Ben Jonson' ! s laugh- 



able caricature of the Puritan in " Bartholomew Fair," 
where the dramatist describes Zeal-of-the-Land-Busy as 
attempting to get around his Puritan conscience and to 
go to the fair, and even eat roast pig, so it be " with a 
reformed mouth." But these strange humors of the 
Puritans were more than equaled by the conceits of the 
gallants and cavaliers. The reformer is bound to be in 
earnest, dreadfully in earnest ; for to indict his age is a 
big task and allows few unbent moments. 

The worldly-minded, however, do not own all the 
" cakes and ale." Reforms have gone on often enough 
accompanied by suppressed giggles, if not inextinguish- 
able laughter. I call attention to the fact that over and 
over again the men who have been morally in earnest 
are the greatest humorists of the world, and many times 
reforms have come to pass on account of satire. The 
English Church was bettered by the delicate raillery of 
Chaucer. Voltaire reformed many a foolish convention 
in Europe by laughter. Addison was a moral force, 
second only to Wesley and Swift, in the eighteenth cen- 
tury, and by laughter he purified society. We all re- 
member the surging and sweeping humor of Carlyle, and 
how it stimulated men to inquire into the wretchedness 
of trade ; and how Ruskin had much of the same spirit 
in regard to art, and, to come to our own time, how 
George Bernard Shaw carries on the tradition in social- 
istic politics and against the dominant note of imperial 
war. 

It will not do, therefore, for the men uninterested in 
moral movements to say that reformers are too porten- 
tously serious and that they have none of the elasticity 
of disposition that makes men reach their ends easily. 
The fact is that men who oppose reform are much more 
obstinate and unyielding in their attitude, often having 
never fairly considered the fundamentals of the question 
at issue, but taking a position delivered to them and 
keeping it. And these solemn and obstinate follies ap- 
pear to me to be most plainly evident in the military 
spirit. I do not know a region where men have per- 
sisted in unfruitful modes so long as here. I do not 
know anything that calls for tears so much, or for shouts 
of laughter either, that men such mortals be. 

Consider two or three of these peccant humors of the 
martial spirit; and first, the theory of war, or war's 
metaphysics. I have read some fantastic books in philos- 
ophy, because in my student days I loved the abstracted 
air of that region ; but nothing in abstract metaphysics, 
east or west, quite touches the verge of the philosophy 
of war. The thesis of the martial spirit is, " Always be 
ready to repel offense in any direction." I grant that 
apparently we have moved on from the earlier genera- 
tions of these philosophers who said, "Be ready to 
make offense ! " but the mischief is that readiness against 
offense often makes the offense. Mark that offense is 
deemed universal. You are to be ready against infinite 
possibility. It is one nation against the world. You 
are to scan the horizon to watch for the cloud, and then 
you are to rush thither and dissipate it by a show of 
power and noise, as the Chinese drive away the eclipse 
by beating drums. And your show of power is just as 
effective as the beating of the drums. 

Remember, again, the universality of the business — you 
are to stretch towards all this four-cornered earth ! The 
work is too big ; one feels, mentally, as if one would burst 



1909. 



THE ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



17 



thinking of it, just as maintaining a universal proposition 
in logic makes one burst ! And when the offense comes, 
or is thought to come, or may be expected to come, or is 
provisionally prepared for if it should come, it is always 
in an unexpected region. Ever since Inkerman England 
has been preparing for Russia ; but the offense came in 
South Africa, or it is to come somewhere else. In a 
night the fear of Russia vanished, and with it fifty years 
of obstinate preparation, fifty years of gloom, — a night- 
mare of the mind due to uneasy slumbers that resulted 
from feeding on the east wind of military metaphysics. 
One moment we are to be ready against England, another 
we are to be ready against Germany, another against 
Japan. The philosophers of war find their Absolute in 
the seven seas and five continents. 

And what is the end these solemn observers of the 
signs of the times have in mind? One is sovereignty. 
The power of words is never more seen than here. A 
nation wars for sovereignty, the power to keep and rule. 
But the people who pay the taxes never get first hand 
contact with sovereignty. Do I get two dollars' worth of 
sovereignty out of the Philippines ? I '11 tell you what 
I do get : I get ten dollars' worth of anxiety. And the 
soldier, who is thought to get sovereignty at first hand, 
what does he get ? The soldier is less a sovereign than 
the ordinary citizen, for he has sworn away his personal 
initiative, and when he comes home again we treat him 
as a peculiar class, one unable to take care of itself, one 
not gratefully received in a society made up of personal 
initiatives. 

A second end sought by militarists is the "balance 
of power." This has been Europe's quest during my 
lifetime at least, and it never is in sight. "Russia is 
too strong; then let us combine against her!" But 
Russia grows weak. " Then Germany is too strong, let 
us isolate her." " And then England is seeking a two- 
power navy — has it, says she means to keep it!" It 
is ridiculous. You never can have a physical balance of 
power, because life is never static. You are up against 
the universe in this mad attempt. The balance of power 
is with the nation that has the greatest moral conscious- 
ness most equally divided among its people, and not with 
the greatest battleships or the largest legions. The third 
end is a share in trade. Is the talk about a share true ? 
You go to war to keep the open door, and the minute 
you get inside you slam it to keep all other people out. 
That is what Germany does, what Japan did, and what 
any nation is likely to do with the trade it wins by war. 
In the meantime, the plainest lesson of economics is re- 
jected, that if I wish to trade with a man I must at least 
allow him something to trade with, and treat him fairly. 
The richer my customers, the more they can buy from me. 

Most of all do we laugh at the means proposed to se- 
cure these great ends ! It is all very well to cry out to 
the general public to pay its money to "Be ready!" 
But the verdict of history is that few bodies of men have 
ever been so unready as the general staff of armies, or 
the naval boards. What agonies of unreadiness we had 
in the Spanish- American war! And France in 1870, and 
Russia just lately ! What ordinary civilian could think 
out a more preposterous mode of selecting leaders in war 
than the mode until recently in vogue in England, the 
purchase of commissions? Our military advisers cry 
with undying uniformity, " Spend money," and we listen 



to them and spend eight or nine million dollars for a 
battleship that will take three years to build and last ten 
years when built. If the development of "improve- 
ments " goes on at the rate it has lately, probably the 
ship will not be worth anything at the end of six years. 
There is a specimen of egregious folly to be exhibited all 
over the world. And with all the endless treasure spent, 
are we any safer than before ? What stupidities there 
are wherever you look! Tradition is stronger in the 
military life than in theological life. At least the doctors 
of theology attack one another's position, but in the mili- 
tary life everything must be quiet, sub rosa : " We must 
keep a bold front, you know ! " And yet these very men 
did not know enough to break up solid battalions when 
going through an unknown hostile country till their men 
had been slaughtered by the hundred. When men are 
led to slaughter in dense masses because they have 
laways moved so, — have worn impossible clothing, as 
tightly laced as a fashionable woman, when they were to 
wrestle for their lives, — have used impossible weapons; 
and eaten impossible food, is it not time for an ordinary 
layman to ask a few questions ? I think if an ordinary 
minister were to lead troops into battle, fear, if nothing 
else, would make him cast aside shining buttons and glit- 
tering swords as marks for the enemy, and he would take 
advantage of cover. 

And what is the result on character when we listen to 
these philosophers? Take the one nation in Europe 
where militarism is supreme, and can we say that the 
military character is the character we wish to perpetuate ? 
Do we not know that the divine right of might infects 
the military class till it reaches the lowest ranks when 
the civilian who pays the bills is crowded off the side- 
walk into the gutter? And, lest I should be deemed 
prejudiced, let me recite to you the morality that is put 
into English soldiers' mouths by the laureate who has 
sung their worth, and glorified war as no one has done 
in our generation. Mr. Kipling makes Tommy Atkins 
sing in Mandalay : 

"Ship me somewheres East of Suez, where the best is like 
the worst, 
Where there aren't no Ten Commandents, an' a man can 
raise a thirst." 

And to come to our own land, can we safely affirm 
that when the nation is listening to the philosophy of 
war, in an acquiescent mood, it is at its best ? Do not the 
busy, mischievous people, whom Bacon long ago likened 
to vermin, then come out of holes and corners to the 
front? Rome fell because it poured out its best blood 
for centuries, and left its poorer stock to survive, and 
ages have hardly sufficed to bring Italy again "to her 
place in human society. And this is the story of war 
everywhere. The problems of peace are hard enough 
without the interjection of the peccant humors of war. 
Shall we not refuse to be led by blind leaders ? It may 
be well even for civilians to tinker with these matters a 
little. 
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So far as we are able to gather from the information 
that has come to us, Peace Sunday this season (the 20th 
of December) was the greatest Peace Day which the 
Christian Church has ever kept. Many thousands of 
sermons and addresses were delivered in the churches of 
this country, and also in England and elsewhere. 



